
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading Spine 
Year 5 

 

“The more that you read, 

The more things you will know. 

The more that you learn, 

The more places you will go.” 
                                          Dr Seuss 

 



       

Themes:  Religion – 

retaining faith in the 

wake of devastation 

and catastrophe 

Themes:  SEND – 

Autism. Comparison 

of two versions of a 

situation. 

Themes: Irish 

Folklore – family, 

bravery and self-

discovery. 

Themes:  Bullying, 

life, death, 

creativity, 

friendship, love and 

courage. 

Themes: Tribal – 

belongings and 

beliefs.  

Themes: Victorian 

life.  

Themes: Victorian 

themes. Money 

versus happiness.  

       

Themes: Fighting 

back against tyranny. 

Themes:  Reasoning 

and moral 

questioning. 

Creation. 
 

Themes: British and 

Irish folktales.  

Themes: African 

links – dangers of a 

divided country. 

Themes: War-

torn Beirut and 

what life is like.  

Themes: Child 

labour, hopes and 

heroes.  

Themes: Poverty 

and ecology.  

Shared Reading Texts 
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 Themes: Solitude 

and survival. 
 Themes: non-fiction 

poetry covering a 

range of cultures 

and nationalities.  

Themes: 

Importance of 

beauty within.  

Themes: Self-

sacrifice.  

Themes: Poetry. Themes:  

international women’s 

day, death, war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 



 

  
  

  

Themes: Bravery, 

intelligence, survival, 

engineering.  

Themes: Invention, 

War, family and love. 

Themes: Natural and 

super-natural, strong 

women, power of 

reason.   

Themes: Religion, 

racism, integrity, 

honour and loyalty.   

Themes: Curiosity, 

adventure, danger.  

Themes: Seeing beauty, 

empathy, adventure.  

Genres 

Fiction: Exploration 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: Recount – 

Mission Log 

Genres 

Fiction: Setting 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: Letter 

Genres 

Fiction: Cliff-hanger 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: Formal 

Event Report 

Genres 

Fiction: Character 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Persuasive Letter 

Genres 

Fiction: Survival 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: 

Explanation – Survival 

Guide 

Genres 

Fiction: Dilemma 

Narrative 

 

Non-Fiction: Balanced 

Argument 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English Focus Texts 



 

 

 

 

 

       

Themes: Prejudism 

and discrimination. 

Themes: 

friendship, illness, 

racial equality and 

bereavement.   

Themes: Friendship 

and brotherhood.  

Themes: Invention, 

War, family and love.  

Themes: 

Georgian/Victorian 

era. Good versus 

evil. Child neglect.  

Themes: 

Relationship 

between youth and 

old age.  

Themes: Victorian 

life.  

      

 

Themes: Loss, 

poverty, dyslexia, 

anger and bullying.  

Themes: Indian 

culture. Faith, 

friendship and 

greed. 

Themes: Friendship, 

identity and family.  
Themes: conscience, 

societal views and 

human behaviour.  
 

Themes: Slavery. Themes: Empathy, 

kindness, changing, 

friendship and 

family. 

 

 

Suggested Reads 


