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Introduction

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) applies to children from birth to the end of their reception year. At St Paschal Baylon, we have two reception classes ‘Elmer’ and ‘Gruffalo’ with approximately 30 children in each class. 

The Early Years team consists of:


· Miss Horton (EYFS Lead and Class Teacher) 
· Mrs Housley (Class Teacher) 
· Mrs Wah (Class Teacher) 
· Mrs Colquitt (Teaching Assistant)
· Mrs Murphy (Teaching Assistant)

Aims

At St Paschal Baylon, we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all our children. We aim to give our children a strong foundation in which they can build on to grow and develop into independent and lifelong learners. We will provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will lay key knowledge and skills that is built upon each year. Our curriculum enables every child to develop personally, socially, emotionally, spiritually, physically, creatively and intellectually to reach their full potential.

As outlined in Development Matters (September 2020) 

‘It is vital that we get to know and value all young children. All children learn more in the period from birth to five years old than any other time in their lives. When we succeed in giving every child the best start in their early years, we give them what they need today. We also set them up with every chance of success tomorrow.’

Equal Opportunities
 
We provide a caring and inclusive learning environment which is sensitive to the requirements of the individual child including those who have an additional need or disability. We ensure that every child is included and supported. Our ethos and curriculum educate children and they develop positive attitudes to diversity and difference. Our school holds the UNICEF Rights Respecting Schools Gold Award. We have created a safe, inclusive and inspiring place to learn, where all children are respected regardless of their ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background, special educational need, disability, gender or ability. The values of our Rights Respecting School Award are embedded into daily school life, giving all children the best chance to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, active citizens.    

‘The EYFS seeks to provide quality and consistency so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind. Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensures that every child is included and supported.’
 
Statutory Framework for the EYFS (March 2021)
 
Principles

The early years foundation stage is based on four key principles that shape practice in our setting:  

· A Unique Child  
· Positive Relationships 
· Enabling Environments  
· Learning and Development 
 
A Unique Child 

At St Paschal Baylon School, we aim to develop skilful communicators. We recognise that every child is a competent learner who can grow to be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured. We recognise that children develop in individual ways, at varying rates. Therefore, we ensure equality and diversity for all. We are sensitive to how children grow and develop, taking account of their physical and emotional well-being. 

Positive Relationships 

At St Paschal Baylon School, children respect one another by developing friendships and showing sensitivity and understanding towards others and their feelings. We recognise that children learn to be strong and independent from secure relationships with staff. Therefore, we develop caring, respectful, professional relationships with the children and their families. Working with parents and carers, we can both support children’s learning and development.                                                 
 
Enabling Environments 

At St Paschal Baylon School, we recognise that the environment plays a key role in supporting and extending the children’s learning and development. We take account of children’s interests, strengths and skills to plan purposeful activities with challenge and enjoyment, both inside and outside the classroom. Our environment allows children to explore, question, test, observe, experiment, plan, make decisions and participate in activities which are planned by adults as well as those they initiate and direct themselves. We also work with members of the community to give children memorable experiences and outside agencies to give children support they require.  
 
Learning and Development
 
At St Paschal Baylon School, we value all areas of learning and development equally and understand that they are interconnected.   

Our aims for learning and development are: 
· To make the child’s first experience of school happy, positive and fun.  
· To foster a love of learning, develop enquiring minds and the ability to discuss, adapt and negotiate. 
· To use adult intervention to help children to become more involved in the learning process and provide opportunities for new learning and development so that they can make progress. 
· To monitor progress throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage, while taking early action to identify areas of concern and provide necessary support.   
Curriculum
 
A carefully structured curriculum is in place, based on the revised Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance. This offers provision which takes account of the differing starting points.  
 
Areas of learning and development

Prime areas  
 
Communication and Language - Concentrating on listening, attention, understanding and speaking. The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Through conversation, story-telling, role play and questioning, children are given opportunities to experience a rich language environment to develop and use a range vocabulary and language structures. There is a ‘Word Wall’ in which new vocabulary is added, children learn the meaning of new vocabulary and then are encouraged to apply it into their play. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development – Crucial for children to lead healthy and happy lives, this is fundamental to their cognitive development. Strong relationships, managed emotions, a positive sense of self and confidence in their own abilities will give the children the best opportunity for success in all other areas of learning.  This area also promotes a positive feeling of well-being and helps children understand the importance of exercise and healthy eating.

Physical Development – Vital for all-round development, enabling children to lead healthy and active lives. Gross motor opportunities allow children to develop core strength, co-ordination, balance, stability, spatial awareness and agility. Fine motor opportunities allow children to develop hand-eye co-ordination which is linked to early literacy. 
 
Specific areas   

Literacy – Children have access to a wide range of reading materials to foster a life-ling love of reading. Reading consists of language comprehension and word reading. Children will listen to and read stories, non-fiction books, rhymes and poems to develop their language and comprehension skills. Word reading is taught through a structed phonic programme called ‘Read Write Inc.’ which involves decoding unfamiliar words and speedy recognition of familiar words. Writing involves handwriting, spelling and composition (articulating ideas in speech before writing). 

Mathematics – We teach mathematics in our Foundation Stage through the ‘Maths No Problem’ scheme which is also used throughout the rest of the school. The objectives set out in the scheme underpin the Early Learning Goals and it is developed with a deep maths-mastery focus in mind. Every morning, Maths is taught directly to the whole class and then children explore concepts in smaller groups. Groups are mixed ability and teachers are able to adapt their questioning to support and challenge the children. Prior learning is then embedded into continuous provision for children to apply their learning independently. Through direct teaching, exploring, activities and play, there are many opportunities for children to develop their understanding and mathematical language as well as enjoying maths in everyday life.

Understanding the World – Children will make sense of the physical world and community around them. Personal experiences and enrichment opportunities such as day trips and visits from important members of society and within the community will build knowledge and guide children to make sense of the world. Through a broad selection of stories, children will extend their vocabulary and understand the culturally, socially and diverse world they are part of. This area of learning lays the foundations for Geography, History and Science. 

Expressive Arts and Design – Children develop artistic and cultural awareness to support their imagination and creativity. Engaging with different art, media and materials, children will develop their understanding, self-expression, vocabulary and ability to communicate through the arts. 

Early Learning Goals
The areas of learning are split into 17 early learning goals (ELGS). By the end of reception, the level of development a child should be expected to have attained is defined the early learning goals. A child at the expected level will have achieved all 17 early learning goals. The early learning goals support teachers to make a best-fit judgement about a child’s development and their readiness for Year One. The early learning goals can be found in the Statutory Framework for the early years foundation stage, which is available on the www.gov.uk website. 
Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning
We ensure that the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning are reflected in our planning and practice. We understand that a child’s individual learning characteristic will determine the way they respond to both the teaching and learning taking place in the environment. 
The three Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning identified by the EYFS are: 
· Playing and Exploring – Children play with what they know, they investigate and experience new things through play and exploration, and they are willing to ‘have a go’. 
· Active learning – Children are focused, involved and concentrate during an activity, they will keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achieving what they have set out to do.  
· Creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies to decide the best way to do things. 
Planning
Planning takes place collaboratively between the Early Years team. There is a long-term plan, which shows topics, books and learning outcomes covered across the year. Medium-term plans are overviews of topics being covered each half term and show coverage and development of the seven areas of learning. Short-term plans are produced on a weekly basis from observations and the current needs of the children. Areas for development, which have been identified from previously taught objectives, inform the next steps in the planning process. A weekly timetable showing the activities taking place each week is displayed in the classroom. 

Continuous Provision

Planning for continuous provision is completed each week. It is enriched with a range of literacy, mathematics, fine motor and art activities linked to each topic. Activities that are completed with a teacher are reinforced in the continuous provision for children to complete independently.  
 
The learning environment is planned for both indoors and outdoors to encourage a positive attitude to learning. The children make their own selection of the activities on offer as this encourages independent learning.  

The children are given opportunities to explore and develop learning experiences, which help them to make sense of the world through structured play. They practice and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for rules. They have opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems.  

Staff observe, support and scaffold learning within the continuous provision. Quality interactions between staff and children ensure that staff are modelling language, offering ideas and suggesting ways to enhance or move the learning on. 

Assessment

As part of our baseline assessments, we use the NFER guidelines and resources to assess Communication, Language, Literacy and Mathematics. In addition, we have created our own bespoke baseline to assess the prime and specific areas of learning. The assessments are face-to-face with a mixture of tasks and observational checklists. Once the children have settled into their new learning environment, we complete all baseline assessments by the end of the first half term. The results of the baseline assessments are then use to direct planning, teaching, learning and intervention. 
 
Foundation Stage staff use observations as the basis for planning. Our staff are skilled at observing children to identify their achievements, interests and next steps for learning. These observations then lead the direction of the planning. Relevant and significant observations are recorded using the online learning journal ‘Tapestry’ which parents and carers have access to. 
 
Pupil progress meetings take place throughout the year with the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) where we discuss the children’s progress and identify those children who are at risk of delay. Intervention groups are then formed to support those children.    

At the end of the year, we complete the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile (EYFSP). Children are judged against the 17 early learning goals. The profile results are then sent to the Liverpool Local Authority. An end of year pupil report is sent to the parents and carers with comments on the Characteristics of Effective Learning, the areas of the curriculum and the results from the EYFSP.  

End of year data is analysed and informs the next year’s areas for development and action plans. The profile data is discussed with the Year One teacher so that she/he can continue to help the children to achieve the early learning goals if they have not done so, before they can access the Key Stage One curriculum. 
Induction

Pre-September 

· Parents and children are invited to attend the school’s Open Afternoon (this usually takes place in June).    
· There is an Induction Meeting for parents in June. Parents are introduced to the Senior Leadership Team and the Early Years’ Team. 
· Children are invited to a ‘Teddy Bear’s Story Session’ in July. They have opportunity to make new friends, meet their teachers and become more familiar with their new learning environment.  
· In June and July, EYFS staff visit nurseries and meet with nursery managers. In addition, the SENCO liaises with nursery managers and outside agencies for those children identified as having additional needs. The class teacher and the SENCO will carry out visits to nursery settings where necessary.  

September 

· Children start school on a part-time basis for one week. Children will either be in a morning or afternoon session and the sessions are two hours long.   
· After this time, the children attend school full-time. In exceptional circumstances, children could continue on a part time basis until they are five.   
· A gradual, well-supported induction of the various aspects of school life and its members is catered for. The children are introduced to the routines of school which require more conforming, socialising and directed learning situations than they will have experienced before.   
· The routine of the day is introduced slowly, especially those aspects which take the children away from the EYFS environment, for example, assembly and lunch time.  
· All children have a school dinner. There are plenty of hot and cold options and all tastes are catered for. The EYFS team stay in the dining room with the children until they are confident enough to move to the playground independently.    


Transition

In the summer term of reception, we begin preparing the children for their transition into Year One. We aim for the transition from reception to Year One to be smooth and successful, both educationally and emotionally. Children’s emotional well-being is essential, we use stories, circle time, collective worship and question and answer sessions to give the children plenty of time and opportunity to become confident, prepared and resilient for the next part of their learning journey. The children will spend a day in year one, meeting their new teachers, becoming familiar with their new routine and learning environment and completing fun activities. Staff from reception and Year One meet in the summer term to discuss each child in detail. Year one staff are given information about each child’s strengths, needs, targets and friendships.  

Parent Partnership
At St Paschal Baylon, we recognise and value the importance of working together with parents to support children’s learning, development and well-being.  
 ‘Good parenting and high-quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up’.     
 Taken from the Statutory Framework (March 2021) 

· Parents are invited to attend the school’s open afternoon where they can see the reception setting.
· Induction Meeting – Parents receive an information pack and if needed, they can speak to the school SENCO who is responsible for ensuring children with additional needs are supported with their transition into school. 

· Parents are asked to complete a medical form and to sign permission slips for school milk, photographs, photographs on the websites, social media and video recordings and educational visits.  
· Teachers will give parents information on how to set up an account for Tapestry. Tapestry in an online learning journal which is used to record and celebrate children’s learning. Parents can comment on observations that staff upload and they can upload any significant achievements or homework their child completes at home. 
· Once the children have settled into reception, parent meetings take place (usually in October). Parents have the opportunity to tell their child’s teacher about their child’s interests and address any concerns they have regarding their child starting school.  
· In October, a reading workshop takes place. The workshop explains the process that we go through when we are teaching reading and phonics. Parents are given the opportunity to explore the activities and resources that support the teaching of reading and phonics at home. 

· In the Spring Term, a maths workshop takes place. The workshop explains the ‘Maths No Problem programme we use to teach the children numbers, counting, shape, space and measure. Parents are given the opportunity to explore the manipulatives1 that support the teaching of maths at home.

· We hold Stay and Play sessions throughout the year. There will be activities set out to complete and staff are available to answer any questions. 

· There is an opportunity to meet the teacher again formally in the spring term for Parents’ Evening.  

· We do have an open-door policy. EYFS staff welcome the children on the gate each morning and are available to pass on any messages or concerns. Messaging staff on Tapestry, phoning to speak to staff or speaking to staff at the end of the day are the many ways you can ask questions, raise concerns or share any information. 
Safeguarding & Welfare
 
Our high expectations enable children to develop socially, physically, intellectually and emotionally and to achieve their full potential. We ensure that all our children are kept healthy and safe and that they achieve the knowledge and skills they need to start in Key Stage One.

As stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage (March 2021): 

‘Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with the adults caring for them. The safeguarding and welfare requirements help to provide welcoming, safe and stimulating environments where children are able to enjoy learning and grow in confidence.’ 

At St Paschal Baylon, we understand that we are legally required to comply with welfare requirements as stated in the Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation Stage, published in March 2021.

Our aims are to: 

· Provide a setting that is welcoming, safe and stimulating where children can grow in confidence.
· Promote good health and well-being.   
· Manage behaviour effectively in a manner appropriate for the children’s stage of development and individual needs.  
· Ensure that all adults who look after the children, or who have unsupervised access to them, are suitable to do so.
· Ensure that the setting, furniture and equipment is safe and suitable for the purpose.
· Maintain records, policies and procedures required for the safe efficient management of the setting and to meet the needs of the children.
· Ensure all staff working within the EYFS on a regular basis will have paediatric first aid training.  

Keeping Safe

· It is important to us that all children in the school are ‘safe’. 
· We aim to educate children on boundaries, rules and limits and to help them understand why they exist.
· We provide children with choices to help them develop this important life skill. 
· We encourage children to take risks and highlight the importance of keeping themselves safe by teaching them how to recognise and avoid hazards. 
· We aim to protect the physical and psychological well-being of all children. For more information, please read the Safeguarding Policy, Behaviour Policy and Anti Bullying policy available from our school website.  



Health, Self-Care and Mental Well-being
 
All children are provided with a healthy piece of fruit each day as well as being given the choice of milk. They have access to water at all times. “Intimate” care is any care which involves washing, touching or carrying out an invasive procedure that most children are able to carry out themselves. However, depending on a child’s age and stage of development, they may need some support, for example dressing, wiping their bottom after using the toilet and changing underwear following an accident. In most cases, intimate care is to do with personal hygiene and it is good practise for the school to inform the school nurse of all children requiring intimate care.  

In recent years, our school signed up to the ROAR Response to Mental Health in Primary Schools which is a programme developed by Merseyside Youth Association’s RAISE team. Through training, staff have gained knowledge, skills and tools needed to provide primary aged children with the knowledge and skills they need to understand and manage their own mental health. The programme helps staff to provide early intervention and support to children experiencing mental distress. Staff deliver sessions in school and introduce children to short, daily activities that support children to understand and manage their own mental health. The key is to help children to understand that we all have mental health and that talking about how we feel is the best way to manage our mental health.

Parents are invited to a mental health workshop which explains the programme in more detail. 
 
Rewards and Behaviour
 
In accordance with the whole school behaviour policy, we have a positive behaviour system in place. Children are given to opportunity to move up the ‘Race to Space’ throughout the week. We celebrate this every Friday and children are rewarded with a Race to Space certificate if they reach the ‘Marvellous Moon’. In addition, we have a Star of the Week assembly every Friday. The child who is rewarded as star of the week also takes home the class teddy bear. There is a diary for parents to write about what their child has done with the bear and then the diary is shared with the class the following week. Also, stickers are given out to children who complete outstanding pieces of work, are well behaved or show kindness towards others.  
 
Homework

Children are given one piece of maths homework every Thursday and this is linked to the learning from that week. The homework may be practical or worksheet based. Parents are then encouraged to upload their child’s homework to Tapestry the following week. Once children are in their differentiated phonics group, they will be given a reading sheet or book to complete at home This may be daily, on a three- or five-day cycle or weekly. More information about reading at home will be given at our reading workshop. Finally, children will be given a project to complete during the half term. For example, in February half term, children are asked to design and make a pirate ship. They will then bring it into school and share with their peers. 
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Monitoring and Review

It is the responsibility of those working in Reception to follow the principles stated in this policy. This policy will be reviewed in December 2023 or as necessary.

Miss Horton, EYFS Lead
April 2023 
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