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EYFS Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact Statements

In September 2021, the Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage set the standards for learning, development and care for children from birth to five years.
Intent

In line with our whole school intent, everything we do in Early Years centres around our mission statement, ‘following in the footsteps of Christ’ so that our children grow and develop spiritually, personally, morally, and culturally. Our curriculum ensures that there are plenty of opportunities for all children, regardless of their background or ability, to learn, inspire, achieve, love, care, respect and forgive. More specifically in Early Years, the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile states that every child is a unique child. Our inclusive curriculum is designed to ensure all children will learn and achieve. Positive relationships between staff and children ensure they feel safe, valued and cared for. All staff have high expectations for learning and provide a stimulating environment for children to enjoy. We also build positive relationships with parents to ensure our children have the best possible start as the begin their learning journey at St Paschal Baylon.

We have designed an engaging curriculum that is broad, balanced and most importantly, progressive. Reading is at the heart of our curriculum and we want children to foster a love of reading from the moment they start our school. Children will be exposed to a range of fiction and non-fiction books, rhymes and poems to not only foster a love of reading but develop vocabulary, oracy, storytelling and comprehension. Our curriculum ensures that there are many opportunities for children to read, be read to and to bring stories to life in their play. We have chosen a range of high-quality books so that there are many cross curricular links and children will learn more and remember more as they grow and develop in Early Years. An enriching learning environment together with experiences, visits and trips allows us to lay solid foundations of knowledge and skills which are then built upon each year. Our children become confident, independent and successful learners with self-belief to succeed and reach their full potential. 

Implementation 

We have a structured timetable to ensure there is a balance of direct teaching, small group work and purposeful play. Our timetable ensures that we cover and deliver all seven prime and specific areas of learning; Communication and Language, Personal, Social and Emotional Development, Physical Development, Literacy, Numeracy, Understanding the World and Expressive Art and Design. Intervention is planned and delivered for those children needing additional support whilst children working at greater depth are challenged to deepen their learning. Children learn by playing and exploring, being active and thinking critically and creatively. Our indoor and outdoor continuous provision allows children to develop all of the characteristics of effective learning. Staff spend quality time in the continuous provision each day, observing, modelling and directing play. Children are provided with a range of activities to repeat and consolidate their own learning. Staff question children so they are able to think deeply about their learning, giving children opportunities to extend their use of language and make connections in order to embed new learning. Children acquire a wide vocabulary to allow them to communicate and interact effectively.

Our school uses the Read Write Inc. phonic programme in Early Years and Key Stage One. Children are assessed and streamed into a phonic group matched to their ability. Teacher judgement and half termly assessments allow for children to be moved accordingly. We provide the foundations of learning for children to read and write fluently and to develop spelling, comprehension and inference skills. Books are embedded into areas of our classroom for children to access and daily story and rhyme sessions from our ‘Favourite Five’ ensure that children are exposed to aspects of early reading all day, every day! We also use ‘Talk through Stories’ to provide all children, in particular those that may not come from a language rich home, the opportunity to extend, deepen and understand a wide range of vocabulary both in and out of context. We have chosen books that children will love listening to and then want to read again. As we progress throughout the year, our book rational shows how books have been specifically chosen so that children continue to develop vocabulary, storytelling language and comprehension skills to then read, retell and innovate their own stories during play. In continuous provision, there are plenty of opportunities for children to apply their reading and writing of words and sentences independently. A reading workshop is delivered at the beginning of the academic year to explain to parents and carers how we teach reading so that they can support their children at home. Parents, carers and children are also invited to ‘Stay and play’ sessions so children can share their learning and achievements. The sessions give parents ideas and advice on how they can support and reinforce learning at home. 


In line with our whole school maths programme, ‘Maths - No Problem!’ is a one-year maths curriculum specifically designed for Early Years and is developed with a deep maths-mastery focus in mind. Maths is taught directly and then embedded into the wider curriculum and continuous provision for children to apply their learning. The teaching, activities, exercises and stories deliver a firm foundation for developing maths mastery in Key Stage One with genuine attention to learning core principles through embedded play. We have chosen engaging topics with many cross curricular links. Subject leads throughout our school know of the foundations we lay and these are built upon as part of our spiral curriculum so that children gain deeper knowledge and apply new skills year upon year. Learning in Early Years is also linked to a range of cultural and topical issues allowing children to develop as global citizens from the moment they start our school. Children begin to learn about their rights and the rights of children around the world. This allows our children to develop a respectful, diverse and inclusive attitude towards others from a very young age. There are plenty of opportunities for children to learn about staying safe and healthy too. 


Impact

Baseline
Prior to children starting our school, staff visit nurseries and settings and read learning journeys to gain an understanding of each child. When children start in September, staff observe, talk to and engage with children to develop a baseline assessment. We use the NFER Baseline Assessment which focuses on language, communication, literacy and mathematics to provide a starting point and measure the progress children make between Reception and the end of primary school. In addition, all children complete the Wellcom speech and language assessment. This identifies any areas of concern in language and communication and ensures these children receive early targeted intervention.

Observations 
Weekly observations are used to inform planning, identify next steps and take account of children’s interests. When staff are in continuous provision observing and engaging with play, they are in the moment rather than capturing it. However, when photographs or videos are taken, they are uploaded to Tapestry or Twitter to be shared with all parents and carers. The photos allow parents and carers to see what learning is taking place so they can talk to their children and extend learning at home. The impact of learning will be evident by speaking to the children and asking them questions as well as physical examples of that children have completed independently. These are displayed in our classroom and examples are in our curriculum floor book. 

Assessment 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Each half term, one member of staff completes phonic assessments so that judgements are consistent and accurate. Children are moved to new phonic groups based on their phonic ability. Pupils that haven’t made expected progress are identified, they then become spotlight children in their phonics group and have daily phonic intervention. At the end of the Autumn, Spring and Summer terms, maths assessments are also carried out. The Early Years Foundation Stage Profile is completed in the summer term for each child. Teachers use assessment results as well as their professional judgement to determine whether each child has achieved the 17 Early Learning Goals (ELGs). Children will be assessed as ‘emerging’ or ‘expected.’ Assessments are shared with parents during parents’ evening and they are on the end of year school reports so parents know about the progress their child has made. Early Years teachers work carefully with Year One teachers to ensure there is a smooth and successful transition. There are strong links between our curriculum, the ELGs and the National Curriculum. The planning and delivery of the curriculum in Early Years ensures that children enter Year One with the confidence, knowledge, skills and lifelong love for learning. They will continue to grow as readers, writers, mathematicians, technologists, scientists, geographers, historians, artists and musicians! 
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