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Maths Puzzle — Week 3
This week's puzzle looks at old measurements:

A rod (sometimes called a po[e, or a perch) was an old unit of [ength. To
measure a rod you were supposed 1o stand outside church on a Sundag morning,
stop the first sixteen men to come out, and line them up with their left feet in one
long line touching toe to heel: the distance from the front of the first foot to the
back of the last foot was then taken as a rod. The exact length depended on who

went to church that dag, but it was a[wags more-or-less the same length.

How long was | rod 1o the nearest metre?




Solution

This one proved to be trLckgl The answer was Dm. (There is a reason why the
length ‘Ifoot” is called a foot”. And 3 feet make | yard, which is 0% less than |
metre. So 16 feet is close to D metres. Ofﬂclal[g, | rod is 5Dgards‘, o 5.03m.

Carden allotments are still sometimes measured in rods.




