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This month’s article was chosen as a result of 
a news item in First News— the weekly publi-
cation that SPB subscribe to in order to fulfil  
Article  17 (every child has the right to relia-
ble information from the media). 

The United Nations has reported that the Co-
rona Virus pandemic could mean an increase  

in child labour. This may be due to children around the 
world losing adult family members and having to go out 
to work to provide for themselves and their siblings, in-
stead of going to school. 

Article 32 states that children must be protected from 
work that is dangerous or might harm their health or 
education. I agree with the head of The International 
Labour Organisation (ILO), as he said the following: 

“This year is an opportunity for governments to 
step up and achieve 

Target 8.7 of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(to end child labour by 2025) by taking concrete 
actions to eliminate child labour for good.” 

Stop Press!.. 

I enjoy coming to school and would not like to be forced 
to go to work at my age. I feel that this situation needs 
immediate action by all governments around the world. 

Reporter: Charley Quinn (Year 6) 

After Charley submitted her news piece, another  arti-
cle appeared in First News, this time reporting on an-
other aspect of the implications of Covid regarding 
work and children—increased workload for girls. Not 
only is this bad news as detailed above but, in the words 
of the president of Theirworld, “ Girls risk falling be-
hind as a result of the pandemic.”  So much for 
equality! 



 

International Mother Language Day... 
On Sunday 21st February, it was International Mother Language 
Day. This is celebrated every year on this date because in 1952 four 
young students were killed in Bangladesh, during a dispute about the 
Urdu and Bengali languages. The first IMLD took place in the year 
2000. It aimed to raise awareness of language and cultural diversi-
ty around the world. Experts estimate that there are about 6500 
languages spoken throughout the world but as some languages become 
more widely spoken, others disappear. 
 
This year’s theme is ‘Fostering Multilingualism for Inclusion in Edu-
cation and Society’. This means encouraging the development of dif-
ferent languages so that everybody is included both in terms of their 
learning and living in the community and that nobody is left behind 
because of the language they speak. UNESCO are calling on every-
one, from policymakers to teachers and families, to commit to multi-
lingual education, especially considering the effects COVID-19 has 
had on education and how it recovers. 

It is thought that 40% of people in the world do not have access to education in a language that they 
speak or understand. IMLD is really important because it helps to ensure that endangered languages are 
not forgotten and it celebrates the cultural heritage of those who speak them. 

How did we celebrate IMLD at SPB? 
  
We considered which languages we speak, whether we speak a 
different language at home to the one used in school, who we 
know who speaks more than one language, which words we 
know in different languages and how many of the 6500 lan-
guages we can name! Then we did some research about endan-
gered languages (or other languages of our choosing) and made 
a poster or a fact sheet. Here are some of the languages the 
children chose to explore:  

Choctaw Kalmyk  Quechua  
Achumawi  Eyak  Te Reo Maori  
Welsh       German     Spanish   
          Portuguese.  

The posters included the name of the language, the countries where it is spoken (including their flags), 
the number of people who speak it as their first language and any phrases which would be useful for 
anyone visiting a country where it is spoken. It was a very enlightening day! 



World Book Day 2021... 

Article 32 Lesson Focus... 

World Book Day, like everything else was a little different this 

year. On this day, it is always a good opportunity to reflect on 

the books we enjoy and think of the different ways reading 

enriches our lives.  

This year we designed inspirational spaces where we would like 

to settle down and read. A reading den, either at home or 

school, where we would like to lose ourselves in a book. There  

were many great ideas and some were even showcased dur-

ing ‘Google Meet’ sessions! 

Let’s Think About… 

According to a UNICEF resource for Rights Respecting Schools, in the UK many 
people take books for granted. We buy them in shops or borrow them from the 
library and download them to reading tablets.  

Our schools and our homes have books.  

While, without realising it, we may take books for granted, there are millions 
of children who cannot get their hands on a book to read, for whom even a 
school textbook is a luxury. When we hear about the hardships suffered by chil-
dren in other parts of the world, do we think about what effect this is having 
on their schooling?  

Joseph (Year 3) in his magical looking 
reading den... 

On the Friday of the first week of all pupils returning to school, our weekly RRS lesson focused on 
the monthly article for March. Using the UNICEF online resource, the  children thought about what 
they considered to be work and then thought about how ‘work’ means different things to different 
children around the world. 

The year groups then chose one of the activities suggest-
ed on the resource, in order to really get them thinking 
about their rights and the rights of other children glob-
ally. 



International Day for the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination... 
The 21st March was International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Discrimination is 
unfair treatment of one particular person or a group of people. Usually the different treatment is 
because of the person’s gender, religion, nationality, ethnicity, race, or other personal traits.  

Discrimination based on race is called racism. 

SPB pupils heard about key events in history, where people had 
stood up for their right not to be discriminated against, and  
articles from The Convention on the Rights of the Child, con-
cerned with equality, were highlighted.  

The children then composed a tweet to tell others of the importance of racial harmony. A number of 
tweets were chosen and placed on SPB’s Twitter page. Hopefully, children will hold on to this message and  
do their bit to eliminate racial discrimination, which has no place in our school, our neighbourhood or 
our world. 

Linking with our Parish.. 
As a Rights Respecting School, we encourage links with our wider community. Therefore, when we heard 
that the parishioners of Christ the King were raising money for a charity that gives meals to homeless 
people in our city, we wanted to help. 

The charity is run by  The Missionary Sisters of Charity, who were founded in 1950 
in Calcutta, India by Mother Teresa (now Saint Mother Teresa).  

In 1965 Pope Paul V1 granted Mother Teresa permission to expand her mission to other 
countries, the first one was in Venezuela and others throughout the world quickly fol-
lowed including Great Britain. 

In 1979 six sisters came to Liverpool. They established their mission at 55 
Seel Street ,which used to be the priest’s house for St Peters Church. It is 
right in the middle of Liverpool’s nightclubs and bars. Every day the sis-
ters provide a hot meal for those living on the streets of our city and 
they have some temporary accommodation also in emergencies.  They rely 
solely on donations and you can often see them collecting around town 
quietly carrying out their work without any publicity. Mother Teresa her-
self visited the Seel Street Mission in 1982, 1983 and 1996. 

Because of Covid restrictions, our school had to think of a way of raising money, without the risk of 
spreading the virus.  It was decided that each child would be given a unique number and, if they donated 
£1, they would be entered into an Easter raffle—the prize being a large Easter egg hamper. 

Hopefully, our families’ generous donations will help the Sisters of Charity with their fantastic work. 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/religion/399908

