
Task 13: Materials 
This week we are learning all about Materials. 

1. Material Detectives 

Take a walk around your house. Make a list of some of the different objects you find around 

the house and what material they are made of e.g. spoon – metal/wood. Next, choose three 

objects that you can bring to the table to look at. Draw it, name it, identify the material it is 

made from and use four adjectives to describe its properties (what it looks/feels like). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Sorting Materials 

With the permission of a grown up, collect some items from around your house. Can you group 

them in different ways? E.g. by the material they are made from. Can you sort them 

according to their properties? E.g. flexible materials, rigid materials.  

Try and use some of these words to sort your objects. If you don’t know the meaning of any of 

the words, use a dictionary (or online version) to learn the meaning: 

Rigid, flexible, reflective, transparent, opaque, waterproof, absorbent, shiny, dull. 



Discuss why it might have those properties and why that makes it useful.  

E.g. why is cling film transparent? Why is it flexible? 
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3. Wax Resist Paintings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweet any of your paintings to @SPBPrimary 

 

 



4. Who was Charles MacIntosh? 

Research this famous scientist and inventor. Why is he famous?  

Write an information text about him or create a poster to tell people why he is famous.  

 

5. Bridge Design 

Look at the design and shape of some famous bridges. Do they have anything in common? 

Design your own bridge using only paper and the materials needed to join pieces together 

such as sellotape. Can you design and make a bridge that can hold a toy car? Tweet us 

any designs you make @SPBPrimary. 

 

 

 



Other ideas for your week: 

Explore how materials can be changed by stretching, squashing, twisting and bending. Use 

play-doh or plasticine for this activity. If you don’t have any at home, perhaps you could 

make your own, with the help of a grown up. Can you make different shapes by rolling 

and twisting? Have fun exploring! 

Observe how materials can change when they are heated. Make sure a grown up helps 

you with these activities! What happens when you heat chocolate? Have you ever made 

rice crispie cakes? What happens to the chocolate when you heat it up? Is this a 

permanent change? Similarly, what happens when you heat an egg? Can you change it 

back to the way it was? 


