
Note to Parents

Please only choose the activities you and your child wish to complete. 

There are lots of suggestions to help you choose.

The first part of learning is called EXPLORE. This shares your child’s 

everyday experiences and helps them to see how the Catholic faith is 

lived in their everyday lives.

The second part is called REVEAL. This shares bible stories that link to 

their everyday life.



Explore…

Caring for the Earth

Called to Change the 
World
by John Burland



Explore:
Caring for the Earth

Write down the name
or names of a person
or people that you care
about.

Write down the name
or names of a place or
places that you care
about.

Write down the name
of something on earth
that you care about.



Explore:
Caring for the Earth

When we care for something, we have some responsibility for it,
and we are stewards of it. When we look after something, this is
called stewardship. Often, the word stewardship is used to refer
to a responsibility to take care of something that is owned by
someone else to make it sustainable. In simple terms,
sustainability means taking into account the impact that our
choices will have on other people, future generations and on the
earth that nourishes us.

Take a look at some current
environmental issues…



www.cafod.org.uk

Year 5  Stewardship



God created men and women
who could love and care for the 

world and everything in it 
Genesis

But people do not always take good 
care of God’s creation



• pollution and damage 
to the world’s 
ecosystems

• using up the world’s 
natural resources

• the loss of beauty 
and diversity

Not acting as stewards of the environment 
and of God’s creation can lead to:

Often it is the poorest that are 
affected the most



In Peru, polluted 
water drains into the 
Condoraque River. 

It is known as the ‘water 
that burns’ because it is 

highly acidic.

Pollution and damage to ecosystems 



The Condoraque River 
has been polluted by a 

local mine that has turned 
the water blood red.



The feet of an 
alpaca have 

been damaged 
by pollution.



People of Hualpén in Chile 
live near heavy industry.



They often suffer
from pollution. 



In the Guaqai region 
of Bolivia, wells are 

drying up as the 
climate is becoming 

hotter.

Members of a 
community are 

working together 
to bring water for 

livestock and 
irrigation down from 

the mountains. 



Using up the world’s natural resources

Deforestation in the 
Amazon rainforest.



Mining in Honduras
is affecting local 
communities…



The mine uses 220 
gallons of water

per minute. 

Water sources are 
drying up. This 

means people have 
to travel and pay

for water for 
themselves and 
their animals. 



The natural hot 
springs have also 
been affected by 

the mine. 



The hot springs can 
no longer be used:

• for cooking

• as a tourist 
attraction



How can you
take on the task 
of stewardship?

The loss of beauty and diversity 
from pollution

Our challenges are:
• to stop damaging 

God’s creation
• to heal the damage

already done



Picture credits: Annie Bungeroth, Barbara 
Davies, Kate Stanworth, Luis Eduardo 

Galdieri, Richard Wainwright, Tina Leme 



Explore:
Caring for the Earth

Using the leaf template on the next slide, write ideas of ways to
care for the earth and the reasons why we should care for it e.g.
respect the flowers, protect the birds, honour the land, care for
the water etc. You could make more than one leaf to create a tree
of stewardship. Alternatively, you could copy this Ancient
Sanskrit poem onto the leaf template:

Look to this day for it is life,
the very breath of life…

For yesterday is already a dream
and tomorrow is only a vision.

But today, well lived,
Makes yesterday a dream of happiness
and every tomorrow a dream of hope.

Look well, therefore, to this day.





Reveal…

The Church is Called to Stewardship of 
Creation

Called to Change the 
World
by John Burland



Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation

The passage below is from the book of Genesis 1: 26-31. It tells us how
we are made to be like God. After God created the earth, God created
humans.

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over
the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.”



Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number;
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in
the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the
whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be
yours for food. And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the
sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that
has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.”
And it was so. God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And
there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.



Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation

People are made in the image and likeness of God and that
means that each person has dignity and is to be treated with
respect. Creation is not ours to own but it is on loan to us for the
time we live on the earth. The text you have just read, tells us of
our responsibility to take care of the earth and everything in it;
that is to be good stewards. We must protect and sustain it for
future generations.

The challenge we face is to halt this destruction and heal,
wherever possible, the damage already done to the planet.
Sometimes our actions encourage other people to act too. They
see what can be done and join in. This is called leading by
example or by witness.



Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation

Fortunately, there are many people who are concerned about
Creation and want to live a more ecological or green lifestyle. St.
Francis is the patron saint of Ecology. Ecology, which comes
from the Greek word meaning house or home, is about being at
home on earth and ensuring the good relationship between
created things. The desire for a more ecological or green lifestyle
brings together people, of different religions, races and cultures.
Pope Francis calls the earth our common home because it
belongs to us all and we should all be stewards of it.

Look at the following statements and decide which is good
stewardship and which is not. You could make a collage of the
good stewardship statements and put the poor ones in the
recycling bin!







The earth and all life on it is God’s creation. We are
called to take care of it because it is a holy gift from
God and the only place we can live. When we make
bad or thoughtless use of the earth’s resources, many
people suffer. When we make poor choices about how
we treat other living things (people, animals, plants)
we cause life to be less than God intends. Making wise
choices about the care of God’s creation is called good
stewardship.

Anne E, Neuberger 2005

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation











A story of good stewardship:
The people of the Cabrican in Guatemala are changing the way they live,
to protect their local environment. For generations cutting down trees
for firewood and building has been many people’s job, but the
community realised that if they carried on, they wouldn’t have any trees
left! They needed to think of other jobs that they could do to look after
their families, while at the same time respecting the environment and
the trees around them. That’s where Radio Balam Estereo steps in.
People learn how and why it is important to protect the environment by
listening to the radio. It explains everything in the local language, called
Mam, and it even teaches people about different jobs so that they don’t
need to cut down the trees. Now people are learning to weave to
support their families.

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



“I’ve taught our neighbours
and friends to weave and 
children are learning from 

their families.

Now a lot of people in the 
community are weaving.

The radio encourages 
people to do this.”

Arturo Mendes CAFOD 
partner

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



The radio station is also promoting “reforestation”, to
replace the trees that have already been cut down. Up to
20,000 seedlings can be planted in one year! It’s important
as a community to replace the trees, as they act as live
barriers against mud slides during hurricanes – something
the people of Cabrican and Guatemala know only too well
after the devastating effects of Hurricane Stan in October
2005. People have really tuned in to the lessons being
shared by Radio Balam Estereo, and it shows. Now whole
communities are working together to make changes for a
sustainable future.

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



What practical ways can you be a steward of creation?

You might like to plan and produce some publicity
materials informing people why Christians feel it is
important to steward God’s creation wisely.

You might like to produce a Stewardship Charter for your
local environment, showing how religious belief in being
good stewards of God’s creation shapes people’s lives. For
example, litter in the street or recycling projects. You
could use the template: ‘We are called by God and the
Church to… because…

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



CAFOD works to ensure poor people benefit from the
natural resources of their nation and to have a say over
how these resources are used. CAFOD campaigns to help
make sure companies act responsibly, as stewards of
creation and to see that ordinary people are treated well.

God is concerned for anyone who is treated unfairly. In
Isaiah’s book, we hear how God makes that clear:

Learn to do good; see that justice is done, help those who 
are oppressed, give orphans their rights and defend 

widows.
Isaiah 1: 17

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



Say this prayer ‘Walk Lightly’ together…

Each leaf, each petal, each grain, each person, sings your praises, 
Creator God.

Each creature on the earth, all the mountains and great seas
show your glory, Spirit of love.

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation



And yet the hand of greed has patented and plundered your splendour,
has taken and not shared your gift,

has lived as owner of the earth, not guest.

And so
the ice is cracked the rivers dry,

the valleys flooded and the snowcaps melt.

God our Father, show us how to step gently, how to live simply, how to 
walk lightly with respect and love

for all that you have made.

Amen

Reveal: The Church is Called to 
Stewardship of Creation


