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What does measure mean? A number that shows the size of something. 
You could measure objects using rulers to show standard units of measure or use other items as non-
standard units of measure, such as: lollipop sticks, paper clips, cubes, pencils or pens.  
 
What does length mean? The measured distance from one end to another. When we talk about length we 
also talk about how long or short something is. You could point and use objects to help explain. 

 

Activities: 

 Can you find worms in your garden and measure them? Compare the sizes of the worms you have 
found using the key vocabulary and questions below.  

 You could compare the lengths of the bugs that you found in your bug house.  

 Paint your own different sized worms and compare their lengths using key vocabulary.  

 Use playdough or string and Cheerios to make different sized worms. Put them in length order 
starting with the longest first and then the shortest first.  

 Challenge Activity - using objects of different lengths, estimate their length, record your estimations, 
measure the objects, record their lengths and then talk about your findings. You could also put the 
objects in length order.  

Key questions and vocabulary: 

• If your child puts them in order from longest to shortest, talk length order with them; longest, 
shorter, shortest. If your child puts them in order from shortest to longest, talk length order with 
them; shortest, longer, longest. Which one is the longest? Which one is the shortest? 

• How long is this one?  
• Challenge – How much longer is this one than that one? 
• Challenge – What does estimate mean? Ask your child to look at the objects. Which one do you 

think will be the longest in length? Which one do you think will be the shortest in length? How can 
we check our estimations? What could you use to measure the objects? Ensure that the child 
understands that whatever is used to measure the objects must be the same size.  

 

Measure the length of each worm and record your measurement next to it. 
Circle the shortest worm in green. 
Circle the longest worm in pink. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 


