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     UNICEF UK RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOL AWARD  
 

     ASSESSMENT REPORT                            LEVEL ONE  
 

School: St Paschal Baylon Catholic Primary School 

Headteacher: Clair  Knowles 

RRSA coordinator: Karen Ashton 

Local authority: Liverpool  

Assessor: Margaret Ellams 

Date: 4th July 2017  

 

The school context: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment information: 
 

Progress and evaluation 
form received 

Yes  Impact evaluation 
 form received 

Yes  

Attendees at SLT meeting Headteacher ,Deputy Headteacher, RRSA Coordinator 

Number of children and 
young people interviewed 

34  pupils 

Number of staff 
interviewed 

8 teaching staff            5 support staff          5 parents 
5 governors               1 grandparent 

Evidence provided Learning walk     Written evidence        Class visits 
 

 

The Assessment Judgement: 

St Pascal Baylon Catholic Primary School has met 
the Standards for Unicef UK’s  

Rights Respecting Schools Award at LEVEL 1 

  

 
St Paschal Baylon Catholic Primary school is larger than average size for such a school with 
around 375 children on roll. The children are predominantly of white British heritage with only 
around 2% speaking English as an additional language. Approximately 10% of the pupils are 
supported through the Pupil Premium, which is about half to the national average. Although 
the school provides additional learning support for many pupils, hardly an have a  formal 
statement of special educational needs (SEN) or education, health and care (EHC) plan. 
 
 
First registered for RRSA:  December 2015       Recognition of Commitment:   April 2016  
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The following good practice evident at the assessment contributes to 
the school’s success at Level 1: 
 

Standard A:  
Rights-respecting values underpin leadership and management 
 

 The RRS values permeate all aspects of school life.  The School Development Plan 
includes detailed references to RRS under the heading Personal Development, Behaviour 
and Welfare.   The whole school topic overview is linked to the relevant rights and polices 
such as Anti-bullying have been amended to include references to specific articles within the 
UNCRC. 
 

 The Governing body are closely involved in the development of the RRS and receive regular 
updates and reports from the Governor on the Steering Group. Governors are able to speak 
with knowledge and understanding about the UNCRC and its impact upon the pupils and 
school community. “Pupils are becoming far more aware and starting to question.” Governor 

 

 Delivery, monitoring and evaluation of the RRS programme has been personalised by this 
school in order to ensure that all within and beyond the school environment understand its 
message.  An example of this is the inclusion of CRC in the Early Years Foundation Stage 
pupil report to parents. This (RRS programme) is highlighting our mission statement – 
Following in the footsteps of Christ” Headteacher. 

 

Standard B:  
The whole school community learns about the CRC 
 

 The RRS newsletter supports the initiative of the Right of the Month which is chosen by the 
Steering Group and includes interviews and competitions which link to the UNCRC articles. 
Pupil friendly “Rights” mats have been created for both key stage 1 & 2 and in simpler 
language for EYFS pupils which enables all children to reference the individual articles 
easily. Pupil responses indicate this has embedded the language and rationale of the 
articles across the age groups. “We work together to make the school a better place.”  Year 
one pupil 

 

 Assembly themes are planned and promote the Articles; they are delivered by a range of 
staff across the school.  “We talk about rights being denied and where that is happening” 

Year four pupil.  Age appropriate resources are used to ensure that all pupils are able to 
access the Rights agenda with the use of Ruby Rights, a soft toy for EYFS.  The articles 
have been included in a number of curriculum areas including Geography, RE and English. 
For example a topic on Victorians with year 5 had identified which rights were not being met. 
 

 At a recent school Open Day, information was given to parents about UNCRC based upon 
the slogan “Let’s get the Message out there” copies of the Right of the month are displayed 
around the school and are very prominent in the school foyer and by the visitor signing in 
book.  Steering group members conduct monthly audits with staff and pupils to ensure that 
all know and understand the Article of the Month. 

 
Standard C:  
The school has a rights-respecting ethos 
 

 Charters are in every classroom and are imaginatively and age appropriately designed. 
These are reviewed termly in order to accommodate any developments or pupil ideas.  The 



 

 

RRSA Level 1 report –St Paschal Baylon 4th July 2017 3 

Reception class have a space theme with a “Rocket of Rights” title.  “Our charter is a set of 
rules that we live by”.  Year five pupil 

 

 Steering Group meet regularly and “children take over the meeting and have the ideas” 

Governor representative on Steering Group.  Baylon Buddies (a pastoral support group of 
older pupils) have created an Anti-Bullying leaflet for children which quotes a number of 
articles including 12, 23, and 31,29,14,15.  The behaviour policy has now been renamed to 
“Positive Relationships and Wellbeing policy”. 
 

 Staff wear lanyards with duty bearers written on them, these also have copies of the current 

and previous rights of the month attached. The RRS newsletter for July has interviews with 
a range of duty bearers across the school ensuring all are familiar and understand the 
terminology. “RRS has added a dimension to their learning” Parent. 

 
 
Standard D:  
Children are empowered to become active citizens and learners 
 

 Pupils use the word ‘democratic’ with understanding, they have a good grasp of the 
language of rights. “I feel people listen to me now” vulnerable pupil. “It goes beyond 
education in school, it’s changing their way of thinking, they have become more aware” 
Parent.  

 
 The school is a member of the Schools Campaign Network in order to help refugees and 

pupils have written to the local MP who has responded “I am proud to have such passionate 
and proactive children in my constituency” she is visiting school to receive the pupils’ 
petition relating to the refugee situation.  “ They have developed an affiliation with children 
around the world” SLT member 

 

 Pupils have responsibility for improving the school through an elected School Council and 
the introduction of water coolers around the school is an example of how their intervention 
has been successful. However, they have also been involved in fundraising for a number of 
charities including participating in World Water Day recognising the importance of Article 24. 
“It’s all about the children they are at the centre of everything” Member of staff. 
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Moving to Level 2: 
 

 

Level 1 is an important milestone on the Rights Respecting journey. In the light of the 

assessment visit, the assessor has identified the following priorities for further progress. These 

recommendations, based on Unicef’s experience with schools across the UK, will have been 

discussed in more detail during the assessment visit:  

In order for the school to progress successfully to Level 2, the following steps and 

actions will be required: 

 Enhance ambassadorial activity by enabling children and staff to promote RRS values, 

actions and knowledge of UNCRC with other schools and the wider community. ( Criteria 4 

& D18) 

 Find ways to coordinate and cross reference the many good examples of ‘global awareness 

and learning for sustainable development’ already in place.  Ensure that these all have a 

focus on rights. ( Criterion 9) 

 Help the whole school community to develop a greater sense of critical enquiry, informed by 

the UNCRC when looking at the world and global issues. (Criterion 15) – A good start has 

been made here with the Campaign Group on Refugees. 

 Embed a systematic approach to providing access to relevant current news media for all 

pupils, thus, facilitating critical reflection in their responses. (Criterion 17)  

 Aim to participate in RRSA training to support your journey to Level 2  

http://www.unicef.org.uk/rights-respecting-schools/training-and-support/training-courses/ 
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