
Year One Phonics 
Workshop 

 
Wednesday 16th May 



Aims 

 

  Information about how phonics is taught at St Paschal Baylon   

 School 

 

  Provide vital information about the Year One Phonics 

Screening   

 Check  

 

  Provide strategies to help support children at home  

 
 



Phonics 
 

  In our school we follow the Read, Write, Inc Phonics  

 Programme 

 

  The programme consists of Set 1, Set 2 and Set 3 sounds 

 

  In Year One the children are split into 5 differentiated  

 groups 

 

  All staff delivering the programme are trained in the delivery of Read, 

Write, Inc.  

  

 



Pure Sounds 
 

The children begin the Read, Write, Inc Phonics 
Programme in Reception. 

 

Set 1 sounds are taught in the following order: 

 

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, 

w, th, z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk. 

 



Long 
Vowel 
Sound 

 
Set 2 Sounds 

 
Set 3 Sounds 

ay ay: may I play a-e: make a cake ai: snail in the rain 

ee ee: what can you see ea: cup of tea e: he we me she be 

igh igh: fly high i-e: nice smile 

ow ow: blow the snow o-e: phone home oa: goat in a boat 

oo oo: poo at the zoo u-e: huge brute ew: chew the stew 

oo oo: look at a book 

ar ar: start the car 

or or: shut the door aw: yawn at dawn 

air air: that’s not fair are: care and share 

ir ir: whirl and twirl ur: nurse with a purse er: a better letter 

ou ou: shout it out ow: brown cow 

oy oy: toy for a boy oi: spoil the boy 

ire ire: fire fire 

ear ear: hear with your ear 

ure ure: sure it’s pure 



Additional Sounds 

 

  There are some additional sounds that are not covered in the 

Read, Write Inc. Scheme. These have also been taught to your 

child during their phonics sessions. 

 

  It is important to note that some special friends make more 

than one sound e.g. ‘ie’ as in pie and ‘ie’ as in shield. We remind 

the children to look carefully at the word and establish if it is a 

real word or a nonsense word. They can then say the word both 

ways and decide which sound makes sense. 



Additional Sounds 

 

• ll, ff, ss, zz,  

• ck, wh, ph, ve 

• ore, tch, au, ie/ie 

• ear, y/y (sky/happy), ey  

• oe, ue, e-e, er 



Phonics Screening 
 
 The Year One phonics screening check will take place in the week beginning 

Monday 11th June.  
 

 The test takes place on a one to one basis with your child’s class teacher.  
 

 Consists of 40 words (20 real and 20 nonsense words) 
 
 The test will assess the children’s ability to decode words. 
 
 In previous years, the pass mark has been 32/40 but this is only released after the 

marks have been submitted. 
 

 This test is a legal requirement for all children who are working at the appropriate 
standard in Year One to complete.  

 
 Any child who does not pass the phonics screening test will have the opportunity to 

take the test again in Year 2.  
 
 You will receive your child’s score in July. 

 
 It is essential that all children are in school on time and ready to learn during this 

week.  



Nonsense Words 

 

 The test also includes some nonsense words which children 

may refer to as ‘alien words’.  

 

 The purpose of these words is to assess the children’s 

understanding of the sounds rather than their ability to 

recognise words. 

 

Due to the confusing nature of this task, we encourage the 

children to recognise special friends and ‘Fred Talk’ all of the 

words that they are required to read. 

 



Nonsense Words 



Nonsense Words 



Teaching Sequence 

 

When reading real and nonsense words with your child at 
home, follow these three simple steps: 
 

1. Special Friends – say the tricky sound(s) in the word 

2. Fred Talk – say each sound in the word 

3. Say the word 



Teaching Sequence 

 



Segmenting 

 

  The last 4 words that 

  the children will have to 

  read are words with two 

  syllables. 

 

 We teach the children to 

 break these words down  

 to make it easier for  

 them to blend.  



Preparing the children for the test 

• To prepare the children for the test the children 
have been familiarised with the structure and 
layout and will have experience of the room and 
the surroundings they will be taking the test in. 

• Daily lunchtime booster sessions were started  
following the second assessment in April. Where 
necessary. children have been organised into 
differentiated groups and staff rotate so each 
group has a different person delivering phonics to 
them each day. 

• This is in addition to their daily morning phonics 
session. 



Preparing your child for the test 

• In our experience, the best preparation you can give 
your child is to continue to read with your child as much 
as you can. 

• Developing their vocabulary will increase their chances 
of recognising unfamiliar words.  

• Tricky words from previous tests have included: 
• forest 
• arrow 
• diving 
• river 
• crowds 
• doom 


