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Aims and Objectives 

 

At St. Paschal Baylon, we aim to cultivate a love, enjoyment and enthusiasm for mathematics. 
We aim for our children to leave our school with high standards of mathematics, alongside 
confidence in numerical thinking and reasoning.  

 

This is based on the rationale that all children should receive their full entitlement to a 
mathematics curriculum that is broadly balanced and develops progressively throughout their 
school life. At St. Paschal Baylon we aim not only to prepare our children for the next stage of 
their education, but also lay the foundations for successful lives after school.  

 

The aims of our maths teaching at St. Paschal Baylon are aligned with the aims of the National 
Curriculum: fluency, reasoning and problem solving – both in the mathematics lesson and across 
the curriculum. We recognise that pupils need to learn basic number facts and acquire fluency in 
procedures, alongside developing conceptual understanding if they are able to solve increasingly 
complex problems in life and later in the workplace. 

 

A mastery approach to the teaching of mathematics has been adopted, so we have high 
expectations of all our pupils. We endeavour to make the mathematics curriculum accessible to all 
pupils; moving them through the programme of study at broadly the same pace. All children need 
a deep understanding of the mathematics they are learning in order that future learning is built 
upon firm foundations. As we pursue this mastery approach we are moving away from separate 
intervention groups, instead introducing same day ‘catch up’ sessions and additional practise to 
prevent children falling behind. There may on occasion be an appropriate need for an individual 
or a small group of children to have a short burst of separate maths intervention. Class teachers 
may decide that children may benefit from attending an interactive maths programme with 
trained teaching assistants to develop their basic skills and number concepts. 

 

Year 6 children are given further maths support to consolidate all the key skills needed to 
complete their end of year KS2 assessments through booster sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Organisation 

 

Overall responsibility for the provision of mathematics lies with the Head-teacher; Mr E. Flood.  

 

The day to day implementation of the policy is the responsibility of the mathematics co-ordinator; 
Mr. D Gallagher.  

 

Responsibility of long and medium term plans lies with the maths co-ordinator whereas short-term 
planning is the responsibility of the individual class teacher(s). 

 

Each lesson in every year group is focussed around the concrete (model) – pictorial (image) – 
abstract approach as children learn new concepts. Teachers skilfully highlight connections between 
mathematical topics and support the learning of mathematical vocabulary. The school is using a 
Singapore maths scheme which enables each child to have their own workbook and access to a 
textbook. Activities are chosen to match the lesson objective and lessons always start with a real-
life problem which allows children to see the reason why we need maths in everyday life.  

 

The aim of the mathematics lesson is to teach a child a skill or strategy that will provide a 
solution to a task. It is not simply to produce a page of correct work, which is abstract to any real 
life situation. To support this approach we do not erase incorrect answers or approaches as they 
provide a valuable clue to the path a child is taking and becomes valuable informal assessment. 
Furthermore, every child will have their own maths journal whereby they will draw or write 
what they deemed to have understood in that lesson demonstrating their knowledge and 
highlighting any misconceptions clearly to the class teacher.  

 

The classroom environment should be mathematically rich and support current learning. Maths 
working walls should be clearly visible and provide the children with key vocabulary, number lines 
and charts, 100 squares, number facts, prompts and challenges appropriate to the age/stage and 
linked to the current learning. A range of concrete materials should be available for every child.  

 

Mathematics resources are stored at the junior end of the school building and access is available to 
staff at all times. 

 

Teaching staff use ICT regularly to support the delivery of the mathematics curriculum including 
the use of I-pads and laptops to assist pupil learning. Although maths is taught as a discrete 
subject, staff are encouraged to exploit any cross-curricular links and provide opportunities for 
children to demonstrate their mastery of concepts or skills in other subjects (e.g. Science, ICT, P.E. 
Topic). 



 

Homework 

 

Children will receive homework in mathematics, primarily to consolidate their learning from the 
objectives taught that week or previous weeks. Occasionally pupils may be given homework which 
hasn’t been taught yet to aid teachers with their planning of addressing common misconceptions.  

In Year 1 mathematics homework is given out fortnightly to consolidate prior learning and practice 
number formation. 

From Years 2-6 pupils will receive mathematics homework once a week giving children the 
opportunity to share what they have learned or will be learning with an adult promoting positive 
discussions.  

 

 

Pupils’ Individual needs 

 

We aim to provide a rich mathematical education, which will develop the potential of all pupils. 
Any child who is assessed to have a special educational need in mathematics will have a maths 
target on an Individual learning journey and be placed on the school’s SEN register. 

 

Children who regularly grasp concepts rapidly and have been assessed as having mastered 
objectives from their year group will be identified by their class teacher and planning for these 
pupils will focus on the enrichment of mathematical thinking rather than covering content more 
quickly. The maths leader is available to advise on the type of challenging and stimulating 
problems and probing questions most likely to prepare these pupils for an exciting future in 
mathematics.  

 

Early years 

 

The Early Years Curriculum gives all children the opportunity to talk and communicate in a 
widening range of situations and to practise and extend their range of vocabulary and 
mathematical skills. They have the opportunity to explore, enjoy, learn about, and use 
mathematics in a range of situations. Mathematics is planned on a weekly basis and assessed 
using the criteria from the Learning Outcomes and Early Learning Goals. Mathematics is taught 
daily both as a discrete subject and within the whole Early Years Curriculum to give children 
opportunities to use their skills in real life situations. There is a maths continuous provision area 
with differentiated activities which can be adapted daily/weekly. Maths is also promoted in all 
areas of the continuous provision to allow the children to consolidate their prior learning. 

 

 



 

Record keeping/Assessment 

 

Maths books provide evidence of progress, along with annotated planning. Learning should be 
recorded in as many ways as possible to provide the child with a range of experiences. Assessment 
is an on-going process in the classroom which forms the basis of future action. Formal and 
informal teacher assessments are based upon the practical, written and oral work completed by the 
children. Summative assessments take place termly and at the end of the year written tests are 
analysed in order to support end of year assessment judgements. These are discussed termly during 
pupil progress meetings alongside the headteacher. Each child should be involved in the review of 
his/her progress and be able to contribute to discussions about different aspects of their work. 
After each lesson all children are then teacher assessed to ensure that children who may have 
struggled with the learning objective can have intervention with a teaching assistant in the 
afternoon.  

 

Equal opportunities 

 

The provision of maths teaching is regardless of race or gender and should allow children to 
reach their full potential. In order to achieve this, activities should be set in familiar context where 
possible. Children with special educational needs should be taught on an individual/small group 
basis when applicable(as guided by SENCO). 

 

 

Staff training  

 

All teaching staff and teaching assistants at St. Paschal Baylon are fully trained with the 
delivery of Singapore maths and interventions. The maths co-ordinator attends regular update 
training once a term which is ultimately distributed back to other teachers and teaching 
assistants. Additionally, the maths co-ordinator attends deeper learning courses which is aimed at 
really challenging the more able learners and how to be flexible with a selection of different 
methods. Furthermore, the headteacher attends the Deeper learning SLA and SIL briefings 
ensuring that up-to-date information is being disseminated.  


