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Introduction 

Homework at St. Paschal Baylon Catholic Primary School is anything that the children do 

outside of school which contributes to their learning in response to guidance from the school. 

Homework encompasses a variety of activities across the school which allows parents and 

carers to support their children’s learning. This can range from shared reading experiences to 

a research project and will also include more formal work such as learning spelling patterns 

or times tables. 

Aims of this Policy 

 To ensure that there is a clear understanding of what is meant by the term 

Homework. 

 To ensure that teachers, parents/carers and children are fully aware of the role they 

play with regard to homework. 

 To outline the homework expectations for each Key Stage in the school. 

The Purpose of Homework 

 To consolidate and extend skills and understanding, particularly in English and 

Maths, and provide opportunities for parents and children to work together. 

 To allow parents/carers to gain an understanding of what children are learning in 

school. 

 To allow children to progress towards becoming more independent learners, preparing 

them for the next phase of their education and their future working lives. 

Responsibilities 

The school is responsible for: 

 Providing a clear homework policy 

 Setting homework tasks that are matched to the ability of the children 

 Explaining homework tasks clearly – giving the children the opportunity to check 

understanding 

 Providing further support/ explanation when needed 

 Marking homework and providing feedback when necessary 

Parents/Carers are responsible for: 

 Providing an environment and time suitable for children to complete their homework 

in. 

 Providing basic equipment (pens, pencils, ruler) for the completion of homework to a 

satisfactory standard. 
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 Spending time talking to their child about their homework and supporting them when 

needed. 

 Communicating to the teacher if homework has been a challenge for any reason 

Children are responsible for: 

 Completing all homework activities to the best of their ability – keeping to the 

standard of work expected in school. 

 Asking for help if they do not understand the task. 

 Returning their completed homework on the set day (older children) 

How is homework information distributed? 

 There is information on the year group pages of the school website about when 

homework is distributed and when it is due back in to school for each class. 

 The class teacher is responsible for giving out homework, complete with instructions to 

their class on the set days. 

 In some cases, such as a project or a presentation style homework, the class teacher 

may also send out a letter to parents/carers describing the homework task and when 

it is due in. 

What happens when children do not complete homework? 

The expectation is that children will complete and hand in their homework. Teachers keep 

records of children who complete homework. If homework is not handed in, parent/carers 

of children in EYFS and Key Stage 1 will receive a reminder via the school text message 

service or through a written reminder in the child’s reading log or home-school diary 

(EYFS). 

Parents/carers of children in Key Stage 2 will also receive a reminder via the school’s text 

messaging service if their child fails to hand in their homework. As children move up 

through Key Stage 2, they are expected to take on more responsibility for remembering to 

hand in their own homework. If they do not hand in their homework on the set day and 

there has not been a reason provided by parents/carers for it not being completed, they 

are expected to complete their homework during their morning break time. This is to 

prepare them for the next phase of their education where they will be expected to take full 

responsibility for their own homework. 
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Homework in the Early Years Foundation Stage 

The school places significant emphasis on the importance of shared experiences between 

parents/carers and children during these vital early years of a child’s development. 

Homework in EYFS can consist of a shared reading experience or ‘Talk Homework.’ This 

consists of a topic e.g. Autumn where children and parents/carers are encouraged to go 

out into the environment or look at books together and talk about the topic, finding out 

facts together. This develops the child’s speech, language and communication skills and is 

a vital pre-cursor to reading and writing development. The child can then come back into 

school and talk about what they have found out at home. 

Our EYFS children are also encouraged to read and look at books as much as possible. 

Once children are settled into the Reception class, they are given a reading book and a 

reading log. Please support your child with reading this book at home and sign the 

reading log before handing it back into school on the set day. 

EYFS children also learn phonics (letter sounds) in school to develop their early reading 

skills. As their Reception year progresses, your child may bring home the letter sounds they 

have been learning in school to practice at home. 

EYFS children will also receive some spellings of common words on the Reception Word list 

to learn at home and then practice in an informal test back at school. 

Children in EYFS receive homework (usually talk homework), spellings and a reading book 

each week. Please check the EYFS page of the school website for the days on which 

homework is given out and collected in. 

The school offers reading and phonics workshops for parents/carers of children in EYFS 

to introduce the reading and phonics schemes used in school and to demonstrate the 

teaching methods and strategies we use so that parents/carers can support their child 

with this at home. 

Number formation and Maths activities are also sent home to practice regularly, in line 

with what has been covered in class. 
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Homework in Key Stage One 

During Key Stage One, there continues to be emphasis placed on the importance of shared 

reading and talking experiences between parents/carers and children. The development of 

speech and language skills, vocabulary and listening skills is vital in supporting children to 

develop their ability to read and write independently. The school encourages parents/carers 

to spend as much homework time as possible talking to and reading a variety of text types 

with their child. 

Key Stage One children are not expected to spend longer than 20 minutes a night on 

formal school homework. 

Year 1 

Children in Year 1 receive a school reading book and spellings to learn each week. The 

spellings relate to the spelling patterns / phonics being taught in class that week. The 

children will be tested on these spellings and some unseen words each week. 

Year 1 children also receive either a piece of Maths or English homework (alternately) 

each week.  

Occasionally, there may also be a piece of Talk Homework or a research based project for 

the children to complete at home that is linked to the topic that is being covered in class. 

Class teachers send out a letter explaining the project on these occasions. 

Please check the Year 1 page of the school website to find out the days on which homework 

is given out and due in. 

Year 2 

Children in Year 2 receive a school reading book and spellings to learn each week. The 

spellings relate to the spelling patterns being taught in class that week and the children 

will be tested on these and some unseen words in school. 

Year 2 children also receive one piece of Maths homework and one piece of English 

homework each week. 

Occasionally, there may also be some research based project work for the children to 

complete which is linked to the topic the children are learning about in school. Year 2 

teachers will send home a letter explaining the project in more detail on these occasions. 

Please check the Year 2 page of the school website to find out the days on which 

homework is given out and due in. 
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Homework in Key Stage 2 

As children progress through Key Stage 2, it is expected that they take more responsibility 

for their own homework and become more independent in completing it and handing it in. 

However, the encouragement, interest and support of parents/carers with homework 

continues to be vital. 

Children in Key Stage 2 receive one piece of English homework, one piece of Maths 

homework and some spellings to learn each week. The spellings are related to the spelling 

patterns being taught in class that week and the children will be tested on these and some 

unseen words in school. 

Children in Key Stage 2 also receive some reading homework each week. This may take 

the form of a school reading book or, in Years 5 and 6, this may also include a library 

text or a reading comprehension practice paper. The school encourages all children to read 

as wide a range of texts as possible alongside the school reading scheme to develop their 

reading skills, vocabulary and understanding of different genres. 

Children in Key Stage 2 will also receive topic based homework on at least a termly basis. 

This is usually a research based project based on the topic that the class will be covering 

in school. It allows for children to develop their ability to research information and to 

practice using a variety of sources such as books, the library, museums and the internet 

(please ensure safe internet use; consult our school website for e-safety tips) to help them 

find out information. Project based work also allows for children to develop skills in other 

areas such as art, D&T and computing. Children present their projects to their class on 

the set date, developing their speaking, listening and presentation skills. Class teachers will 

send out letters to parents/carers providing details and due dates for project based 

homework. 

Please check individual Key Stage 2 year group pages on our school website for 

information about when homework is given out and due in for your child. 


