
Key Stage 1 

Reading Workshop 



The process of learning to read. 

In the early stages, children are taught 
to read through the use of phonics and 
the look and say method.  

 

In Key Stage 1, all children take part in 
daily phonics sessions following the read 
write inc phonics scheme. This helps 
children with both reading and spelling.   



Read Write Inc.  

Phonics sessions are designed to be fun, 
active and pacey.  

• The sound is introduced with a picture 
and a phrase to match. 

• Children work with a partner to read 
the words containing the sound on the 
green cards. 

• ‘Fred the Frog’ helps them with this. 



Read Write Inc continued… 

• They then practise ‘Fred Fingers’ for spelling 
and writing the words.  
 

• http://www.ruthmiskintraining.com/teacher-
support/11/index.html 

• The ‘red words’ are words which you cannot 
sound out…..’’you can’t Fred a red!’’ 

• For these words we learn by look and say. 
• Spellings are taken from the scheme and the 

sounds are sent home for the children to 
practise.  



Red word examples!  

Said         Are  

 

                                     Would                                      
   Their   

 

                                  People                                                       
Could  



Green words. 

Ai                       ou                            a-e 

 

Snail                 Loud                       Make  

 

Rain                  Proud                      Cake  

 

Pain                  Shout                     Shake 

 



Read Write Spell. 

In Year 2 when children have demonstrated 
a secure, consistent phonic knowledge, they 
then progress to Read Write Spell.  

Here the children are introduced to spelling 
rules such as; 

‘’You cant have an e with an ing’’ 

They are introduced to aspects of grammar 
such as root words and suffixes and spelling 
tests take the form of dictations.  



Read Write Spell continued... 

• Children soon come to realise that for 
every rule there are numbers of words 
that break that rule.  

 

Children spelling can only be improved by 
reading! At this stage children should be 
able to recognise when a word does not 
look right.  

 

 

 

 

 



Reading in School.  

• Shared reading: This is when the whole class listen to and join in with a 
reading of a ‘big book’. Children join in with repeated phrases, use 
action and drama and identify familiar words, sounds and punctuation 
within the text. 

• Guided reading: This takes place weekly in a small ability group. 
Children read an unseen text and are guided by the teacher who has a 
focused achievable objective for that session. During this time children 
are assessed on their decoding, fluency, expression and comprehension 
skills.  

• Regular readers: Children who may require some additional support are 
heard read on a one to one basis . 

• Story time: Children enjoy listening to a variety of stories as a whole 
class on a regular basis. Works by significant authors and children’s own 
choice of book can be introduced in these sessions.  

• Quiet reading: During this time children choose a book and spend time 
reading and exploring this book independently. In Year 2, children 
complete a reading record sheet and enjoy recommending books to 
others.  

• Library:Children regularly enjoy the new library and spend time reading 
a variety of books. 

 
 



Supporting at Home.  

Children are given a school reading book on a 
weekly basis. This is intended purely as a 
guide. It should not be their only form of 
reading in the week. It is important that 
children experience a wide range of reading 
materials including those of interest to 
them. They should be able to read 95% of 
the book independently. You can develop your 
child’s reading skills by asking them simple 
comprehension questions.  



Questions.  

What kind of book is this?  
What is the title? 
Who is the author? 
What do you think this book will be about? 
Where is it set? 
How do you think this character is feeling? 
Why? 
Why do you think this character acted in 
this way? 
What do you think will happen next? Why? 
 



Top Tips! 

• Little and often is best. 
• Reading is for enjoyment. Praise your child as often as 

possible. Never allow anxiety or a feeling of failure to 
develop. 

• Do not correct small and unimportant mistakes where the 
meaning of the text has not been altered (e.g. substituting 
‘a’ for ‘the’). 

• Never let your child stumble over a word for more than a 
few seconds.  

• If your child is unsure of a word, encourage them to 
decode it. This can be done in a variety of ways; phonics 
knowledge, looking at illustrations, reading ahead to make a 
reasonable guess at the missing word.  



Phonics screening.  

This takes place for Year 1 children in the summer 
term. Each child will be assessed individually by the 
class teacher.  
The test will consist of a mixture of forty real and 
nonsense words which the children have to sound out 
and read. This is administered in an informal 
environment.  
You will receive the result of this test, however, the 
phonics test is not the only method of assessment of 
reading at the end of the year.  
Your child will go up to Year 2 with a teacher 
assessment level (this level takes into account their 
progress across the year and looks at all aspects of 
reading).  
 
 



Nonsense words. 

Flarf                 Snay                 Bluke        

 

Slorf                Stoon                Slaw 

 

Gloip                 Ploun                 Smire 

 

Slaim                Gleep                 Scroap 

 

 



Year 2 assessments.  

In May childrens reading comprehension is 
assessed. During this test, children are 
expected to read independently and answer 
questions about a fiction and non-fiction 
text. The questions are both closed and open 
questions. The children have been practising 
the reading comprehensions throughout the 
year. The mark of the assessment is to 
support the teachers final decision on the 
childs’ level.  



Books to choose.  

There are books available to purchase.  



Remember… 

The gift of reading is a 
wonderful thing to give your 
child. It will help them at 
school, work and is a skill 
for life! 


