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Aims and objectives of the policy and teaching programme:

 

 To enable children to gain a coherent, chronological understanding of 

Britain’s past from the earliest times to the present day.  

 To enable children to understand how Britain has influenced and been 

influenced by the wider world. 

 To allow children to develop their historical understanding, and their 

ability to use the subject of history, as a vehicle for transferable skill 

development through the use of an enquiry based curriculum.  

 To enable children to understand historical concepts such as continuity 

and change, cause and consequence, difference and significance and use 

them to make connections, frame historically-valid questions and create 

their own structured accounts, including written narratives and 

analyses.  

 To provide children with opportunities to gain an understanding of 

historical enquiry and to encourage a lively and questioning approach to 

history which takes into account the learning styles and needs of the 

learners 

 To enable children to select, organise and communicate what they have 

learned about the past.  

 To ensure that children are taught history in a way that embraces the 

whole school approach to inclusion and mind friendly learning. 

  

Equal Opportunities and Inclusion Statement. 

 

This school is committed to working towards equal opportunities in all aspects 

of school life. All resources used will support this commitment. History is 

accessible to all pupils through a variety of teaching methods including 

discussion, art work, use of artefacts and historical visits. 

Children will be challenged through questioning and resources, giving them an 

opportunity to take control of their own learning. The school will provide 

opportunities for the children to enrich their learning through real life 

experiences. This will be through school trips, or having relevant visitors into 

school. 
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Organisation. 

 

At Key Stages 1 and 2 pupils are taught breadths of study which contain five 

key elements. 

 

These elements are: 
 

1. Chronological understanding. 

2. Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past. 

3. Historical interpretation. 

4. Historical enquiry. 

5. Organisation and communication. 

 

In learning History as they progress through both Key Stages the children 

will have the opportunity to: 

 

 Learn about their personal history. 

 Learn about their families and generations. 

 Learn about and investigate their community and its past. 

 Learn about ancient civilisations from Europe and the wider world. 

 Learn about the important developments in Britain’s past. 

 Learn about significant people from the past. 

 Learn about the past from a range of evidence. 
 

 

 

 

Learning activities are sequenced to ensure progression and are planned and 

taught by the class teacher through a variety of approaches. These 

approaches include: 

 

 Teacher led lessons where information is provided. 

 Small group/team work where children work with and discuss stimuli 

and/or group tasks. 

 Discussion lessons including visual, auditory and kinaesthetic 

approaches such as drama and hot seating. 

 The use of audio-visual aids in presenting information in a variety of 

ways including artefacts, pictorial evidence and video. 

 The use of outside speakers with relevant experience. 

 Educational visits. 

 The use of published schemes. 

 Problem solving activities. 
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 Cross-curricular lessons where History is incorporated into other 

curriculum areas. 
 

The History subject leader is available to class teachers for consultation and 

advice on History planning and teaching. 

 

Wherever it enhances the teaching and learning experience of History, ICT 

will be used. Children will be given access to interactive whiteboards, the 

internet, various school based History programs and CD ROMS for the 

purposes of research and consolidation. 

 

Both Key Stages have access to a variety of resources related to each topic 

to aid the teaching and learning of History. These resources include: 
 

 Artefacts 

 A variety of information and text books. 

 DVDs 

 Computer programs 

 Photographs / pictorial evidence. 

 

These resources are audited and updated by the History subject leader. 

 

Where appropriate and if of benefit to the children, use of outside agencies 

such as guest speakers and historical drama groups will be invited to the 

school. 

 

Subject Specific Issues. 

 

History is a subject which inspires a questioning attitude in children and the 

research aspect of the subject allows children the opportunity to question 

parents and older generations of their family about the past. Parents, carers 

and family members can be part of the learning of History by providing 

children with information, photographs and artefacts from the past which can 

be discussed and investigated in school. 
 

 

Dissemination 

 

The history policy will be made available to all teaching staff and to all those 

in school who have access to the staff handbook. There will also be a copy of 

the policy kept by the subject leader. 
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Monitoring and Evaluation. 

 

The subject leader will monitor the planning and coverage of History on a 

regular basis. It is also the role of the subject leader to evaluate the success 

of the teaching and learning of History through: 

 Discussion with staff. 

 Regular review of children’s work and teachers’ planning, 

 

The results of this monitoring and evaluation process will be used by the 

subject leader to inform the review of the History policy, influence the 

provision and ordering of resources and impact on future advice to staff on 

the teaching and learning of History. This will then inform the action plan for 

the following year. 

 

Date for Review 

 

This policy will be reviewed at the end of July 2016 
 

 


